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Dear parents,

Learning

Welcome Back

Avery warm welcome back to all our children and families after the half-term break. We hope you had
arestfuland enjoyable time together. There is areal sense of excitement around the school as we begin
the final term—often the most magical part of the year. Our value this term is ambition, and we will be
encouraging every child to aim high, challenge themselves and believe in what they can achieve. With
so many opportunities, events and milestones ahead, this is a time for children to shine, grow in
confidence and celebrate all they have achieved, while setting their sights on even greater success.

Handwriting - Striving for Excellence

This term, we are placing a renewed focus on handwriting following our recent Ofsted inspection. Our
aim is for every child to take pride in their presentation and develop clear, fluent handwriting across
all subjects. Children will be encouraged and challenged to produce their very best work in every
lesson. Good handwriting supports overall learning and helps children to express their ideas with
confidence. We kindly ask parents to support this important focus at home by encouraging children to
practise regularly and take pride in how their work is presented.

Caring

Reading - Building Lifelong Learners

Next week, our Year 1 children will be taking part in the Phonics Screening Check. This is a short
assessment that checks children’s ability to decode words using their phonics knowledge. It is an
important step in ensuring that children have the foundations they need to become confident readers.
Reading is at the heart of everything we do as a school, and it is vital that children read high-quality
books every day. We encourage all children to read out loud regularly and to talk about what they are
reading—this builds understanding, vocabulary and a love of books. Your support at home in making
reading part of the daily routine is invaluable.

Times Tables Matter

Over thisweek and next, our Year 4 children will be completing the Multiplication Tables Check (MTC).
This is ashort, online assessment where children are asked to answer times table questions up to 12 x
12 under timed conditions. The purpose of the check is to ensure children have a secure understanding
of their multiplication facts, which are essential for success in many areas of maths. Knowing times
tables fluently helps children solve problems more quickly and confidently as they move through the
curriculum. If your child is in Years 4, 5 or 6 and is still developing this knowledge, we strongly
encourage daily practice at home—little and often makes a big difference.



Achieving

Tetbury Woolsack Races

Congratulations to both teams who took part in this year’s Tetbury Woolsack Races. Competing
against eight teams, the children achieved an impressive second and fifth place overall. They
demonstrated outstanding determination and resilience in their heats, tackling the challenge of
running up Gumstool Hill with real grit—despite the warm conditions. The children performed
brilliantly throughout, and we are incredibly proud of their fantastic achievement and team spirit.

Year 6 Adventures

This week, our Year 6 children took part in the Junior Good Citizen (JGC) programme. This valuable
experience helps children learn how to stay safe, make responsible choices and understand their role
within the community. The children represented the school brilliantly, demonstrating maturity,
enthusiasm and excellent behaviour throughout. We are incredibly proud of them.

Looking ahead, excitement is building as they prepare for their residential trip next week. They will
enjoy three days at Braeside, followed by a hike to Westonbirt Arboretum and a well-earned day at
Thorpe Park. These experiences are so important in building independence, resilience and lifelong
memories.

Together

Staff Welfare Week

This week has been Staff Welfare Week, an important reminder that looking after our team is
essential—especially during along and busy term. The education system brings with it many pressures,
particularly at this time of year with report writing and end-of-year assessments. While we work hard
to manage workload, our staff are deeply committed to the children they teach and often go above and
beyond. Sometimes, this means they can be their own toughest critics.

Weeks like this are a chance to pause, with staff encouraged to arrive a little later, leave a little earlier
and keep diaries as manageable as possible. This helps ensure they remain energised and able to give
their very best to the children. We would like to thank all parents for their continued understanding
and support—it truly makes a difference.

Wishing you a lovely weekend,

Mr Towers



